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THE ANNUAL CONVENTION 


Adjustments that are required to meet the conditions now 
confronting the canning industry and trade formed the prin- 
cipal subject of discussion at the twenty-fifth annual convention 
of the National Canners Association and allied associations at 
Chicago during the week of January 25th. Other subjects of 
special interest included action by the Conference Committee 
with reference to the proposed revision of the food guaranty, a 
reduction of the rate of dues on seasonal products from one-third 
of a cent to one-fourth of a cent per case, and the presentation 
and explanation of the canned food advertising campaign to be 
conducted in fifty metropolitan centers, beginning in February. 


ADJUSTMENT OF INDUSTRY'S OPERATIONS 


The problem of planning adjustments in the canning in- 
dustry was presented at the opening session on Monday after- 
noon by Nils A. Olsen, Chief of the Bureau of Agricultural Eco- 
nomics of the U. S. Department of Agriculture, and following 
his address a committee, with B. C. Nott, of Grand Rapids, as 
chairman, was appointed to consider what action should be taken 
in the light of the facts brought out in Mr. Olsen’s address. 


This committee immediately went into conference and after 
full discussion formulated recommendations that in its initial 
stages the work be limited to consideration of the three staple 
products, corn, peas and tomatoes; that a committee of the As- 
sociation be appointed to cooperate with the government depart- 
ments in developing information on the production, distribution 
and consumption of canned foods; and that the corn, pea and 
tomato groups proceed to organize machinery for the distribu- 
tion of the information in the most effective way possible. 


The recommendations of the Committee were reported to 
the meetings of the Corn, Pea, and Tomato Products Sections, 
and each section approved them. A special meeting of the Board 
of Directors was called for Thursday afternoon and at this meet- 
ing the recommendations were unanimously approved, as well as 
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the following resolution submitted by Chairman Nott of the 
Committee : 


Whereas, there has been a recurrent maladjustment between supply 
and demand in the canning industry, greatly accentuated by the seasonal 
character of its operations; and 


Whereas, the stabilization of the industry and the adjustment of its 
output to market requirements can be successful only if based upon ade- 
quate information; and 


Whereas, the Department of Agriculture, through its Bureau of Agri- 
cultural Economics, has already been of great assistance to the industry 
in obtaining the necessary data; and 


Whereas, the formulation of a program for intelligently planned pro- 
duction of a seasonal product requires the collection and analysis of addi- 
tional information which the Department of Agriculture through its experi- 
ence is best equipped to obtain: Therefore be it 


Resolved, That we earnestly urge the Department of Agriculture, 
through its Bureau of Agricultural Economics, to provide such extension 
of its valuable service as will furnish the canning industry the information 
it needs with respect to crop acreage and production, carry-over, price 
ranges, and economic conditions that directly affect the industry and its 
operations; and be it further 


Resolved, That the National Canners Association pledge the support 
and cooperation of its members, and urge similar cooperation and support 
by the state canners associations and their members, in furnishing to the 
Department of Agriculture the information it requires. 


The foregoing resolution was also presented and adopted at 
the closing session of the convention, held on Friday morning. 
President Hutchinson has appointed the following committee to 
represent the Association in its contacts with the government 
departments: Harry L. Cannon, Bridgeville, Delaware, Chair- 
man; Howard A. Orr, Circleville, Ohio, and John P. Kraemer, 
Templeton, Wisconsin. This committee is given authority to 
increase its membership to such degree as its work may require. 

At the closing session on Friday morning the Association 
expressed, through an appropriate resolution, its appreciation 
of the helpful assistance now being rendered by the Department 
of Commerce, especially through the quarterly surveys of stocks 
of canned foods, and pledged the cooperation and support of the 
Association’s members in the maintenance of this service. 


CONFERENCE COMMITTEE 


When the Conference Committee met on Tuesday the sub- 
| committees from the various associations, which were appointed 
following the meeting of the Conference Committee at Milwaukee 
| last July, reported that an alternative plan was under considera- 
| tion in lieu of the proposed revision of the food guaranty and 
| that the canners’ committee was ready to report the status of 
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this plan in the form of the following resolution, adopted by the 
Board of Directors of the National Canners Association: 


That authority be delegated to the President to appoint a 
committee of three to consider, and if feasible to submit to the 
next regular meeting of the Administrative Council, a plan for 
financing an extension of the Association service in the investi- 
gation and defense of consumer complaints and in addition 
thereto protection against adjudicated or settled claims, if pos- 
sible, in excess of some reasonable minimum and up to such max- 
imum as may appear practical, and to authorize the Administra- 
tive Council to inaugurate any satisfactory plan so submitted. 

The Conference Committee unanimously approved the plan 
as presented in the resolution of the Board of Directors. 

The Conference Committee also went on record as opposed 
to the use of legends on can labels instructing the consumer 
to remove the contents as soon as the can is opened, by adopting 
the following resolution: 

Whereas, it has been the practice for certain canners and distributors 
to place upon their canned food labels a statement instructing the con- 
sumer to remove the contents from the can as soon as opened or to empty 
the can immediately after opening; and 

Whereas, such a statement is regarded by many consumers as a warn- 
ing that to leave food in an open can is dangerous; and 

Whereas, there is no justification whatever for such a fear on the part 
of the consumer and the use of such a legend is prejudicial to the use of 
canned foods: Be it therefore 

Resolved, That the Conference Committee of the Canners and Dis- 
tributors go on record as opposed to the use of legends of that nature on 
canned food products. 

Extended consideration was also given to the tentative re- 
vision of the list of recommended net weights, and the tentative 
revision as submitted to the Committee by Dr. W. D. Bigelow of 
the Research Laboratories was unanimously approved. 


ADVERTISING 

Representatives of Fuller & Smith & Ross, the agency now 
serving as counsel for the Advertising Committee, presented at 
the opening session on Monday afternoon the plans for the news- 
paper campaign that will be started as early in February as pos- 
sible. This plan contemplates a series of half page advertise- 
ments in the leading newspaper of about 50 cities, surrounded 
by the advertising of individual canners, wholesalers and re- 
tailers. A merchandising division of the Advertising Commit- 
tee has been established, which will make direct contact with 
both canners and distributors, furnishing details of the cam- 
paign, manuals, etc., and handling inquiries concerning the mer- 
chandising features of the campaign. 
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During the entire week of the convention, the advertising 
agency maintained an office at the Stevens Hotel, where canners 
and distributors personally interviewed members of the staff 
and were furnished with material and information relating to 
the campaign. 

COST OF CONTAINERS 


At its meeting on Monday morning, the Board of Directors 
adopted the following resolution with respect to the cost of 
containers : 

The Board of Directors of the National Canners Association believes 
that the resolution of the Pennsylvania Canners Association adopted on 


December 15, 1931, expresses the conviction of the canning industry 
throughout the United States. 


It is felt that in order to meet the present business conditions the 
canning industry must have the full cooperation of both can makers and 
tin plate manufacturers in reducing the cost of production in order that 
its products can be sold on a fairly competitive basis. 


The Board therefore recommends that the National Canners Associa- 
tion, through its executive officers, make proper representation to the manu- 
facturers of cans and tin plate that a substantial reduction in the cost of 
containers is necessary in order to meet the present situation. 


BUDGET AND DUES 


In view of business conditions and the desire of the Associa- 
tion to make the cost of membership as low as is consistent with 
a continued effective service to the industry, the Board of Direc- 
tors at its meeting approved a reduction in the budget of ex- 
penditures for 1932, and with this a reduction of 25 per cent in 
the rate of dues on seasonal products, from one-third cent to 
one-fourth cent per case. 


TRIBUTE TO ROYAL F. CLARK 


In a resolution adopted at the closing session of the con- 
vention, tribute was paid to the character and service of Royal 
F. Clark, former President of the Association and always active 
in its affairs: 


In the immutable course of events the canning industry has suffered 
the loss of many of its leaders and the most recent of these was the un- 
timely passing of Royal F. Clark. 


Mr. Clark was an ex-President of the National Canners Association, 
the Western Canners Association and the Wisconsin Canners Association, 
and one of the few individuals to have occupied all of the other positions 
of responsibility, honor and trust within the power of the canning industry 
to bestow. 


Mr. Clark exemplified that rare and lovable leadership which promoted 
wide-spread intimacies and friendships within his own and related indus- 
tries, engendering harmony and good fellowship and good feeling that 
will long endure. 


) 
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GOVERNMENT ECONOMIES 


At the closing session on Friday a resolution was adopted 
urging “federal, state and municipal governments to effect econ- 
omies in government, this being the only means of relieving 
business of the staggering burden of taxation.” 


GEORGE WASHINGTON BICENTENNIAL 


Another resolution commended the program of observance 
of the Two Hundredth Anniversary of the Birth of George Wash- 
ington, to take place in 1932, so that future generations of Amer- 
ican citizens may be inspired to live according to the example 
and precepts of Washington's exalted life and character, and 
thus perpetuate the American Republic. 


ATTENDANCE 


In number of persons present, the attendance was smaller 
than last year, but there was an increase in the number of com- 
panies represented at the convention. Attendance at the open- 
ing session taxed the capacity of the meeting room. The pro- 
grams of both the section meetings and the informal conferences 
presented subjects of interest and practical value, and the meet- 
ings were well attended. 


PRESIDENT'’S ADDRESS AND SECRETARY'S REPORT 


The annual address of President F. A. Harding and the 
annual report of Secretary Frank E. Gorrell, including the audit 
of the treasurer’s books, has been printed in a pamphlet, copy of 
which is being mailed to each member of the Association. 


OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES 


The officers and directors elected at the opening meeting of 
the convention, and the committees for 1982 appointed by Pres- 
ident Marc C. Hutchinson, are as follows: 


President: Mare C, Hutchinson, Fennville, Mich, 

First Vice-President; Mark Ewald, Olympia, Wash, 

Second Vice-President: Leonard BE, Wood, San Francisco, Calif. 
Secretary-T'reasurer: Frank BE. Gorrell, Washington, D. C. 


Directors 

J. Barnes, Kaysville, Utah 8. C. Hemingway, Syracuse, N. Y. 
E. C hase, Jr., San Jose, Calif, H. C. Herrington, W Haven, Fla. 
*F. B. Childs, Chicago, Il. *J. O. Holt, Bugene, O 
*Sid R. Clift, Ames, Iowa Bismarck Houssels, Terminal Island, 
F. Dietrich, LeSueur, Minn. Calif. 
James D, Dole, Honolulu, T. H. Edward H, Jacob, Jr., West Chester, 
*Alfred W. Eames, San Francisco, Calif. Pa 
R. A, Greb, Clintonville, Wis, 8. D, ——— Houma, La, 
Hervey P. H all, Smyrna, Del. zpos. BD. Jewett, Norri ock, Me. 


rridgew 
G. Sherwin Haxton, Oakfield, N. Y. H, Celina, Ohio. 
T. C. Hayes, Evanaville, Ind. ©. N. Le vegren, San Francisco, Calif. 
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Directors—Continued 


B, E. Maling, Hillsboro, Oreg. 

H. O. Malsbury, Bozeman, Mont. 
Karl Mayer, Brighton, C Solo. 

K, MeMillin, Bellingham, Wash. 
*Howard C, Morgan, City, 


Mich, 

Chas. 8. Morrill, Portland, Me. 
tRobert Mullree, Rochester, N. 
*Howard A, Orr, Circleville, Ohio 
*Albanus Phillips, Sr., Cambridge, Md. 

Guy E. Pollock, Marshalltown, lowa 

BE. Pritchard, Bridgeton, N. J 
*—H, B. Rathfon, Redkey, Ind. 

Walter A. Reed, Lake Odessa, Mich. 

Evan Reicheldorfer, Chillicothe, Ohio 
*Henry G. Seaborn, Seattle, Wash, 
*Joseph Shapiro, Los Angeles, Calif. 

Henry Soltau, Bangor, Wis. 

*John 8S. Souder, Greenfield, Ind, 
*Seth H. Soule, Portland, Me 
*John Speyer, San Francisco, Calif. 

* Elected at Chicago convention. 
t Reelected for term of two 


Steinhart, Nebraska City, 

D. Stevenson, Baltimore, Md. 

*John B. Stokely, Louisville, Ky. 

en Stringham, Woods Cross, 
Jtah. 

Charles G. Summers, Jr., New Free- 
dom, Pa, 

Chas. P. Taylor, Chicago, Ml, 

Henry P. Taylor, Walkerton, Va. 

Walter Trego, Hoopeston, I, 

Carl B,. Urann, South Hanson, Mass. 

*Milroy Warren, Lubec, Me. 

Newlin B, Watson, Greenwich, N. J. 

*Joseph B, Weix, Oconomowoc, Wis. 

*Charles F. Williams, Oakland, Calif. 

Rowland Williams, Glasgow, Mo, 

W. Earle Withgott, Easton, Md. 

— L. Wright, Pleasant Grove, 
‘ta 


Morton 
Nebr. 


years. 
1 Elected tor two years to fill unexpired term, 
Section Officers 


Propucts 
Chairman: M. BE. Knouse, Peach Glen, 


‘a, 

Secretary: J. C. Richendrfer, Everson, 
Waeh, 

BAKED BEANS 

Chairman: Morton Steinhart, Nebraska 
City, Nebr. 

: H. L. Herrington, Ogden, 

Beet 

Chairman: R. Chittenden, Newark, 


Secretary: King Weeman, Shawano, 
Wis, 
Corn 
Chairman: Howard M, Lum, Hilton, 


. 
Necretary: Hugh Funderberg, Belvidere, 
Il. 


Fruit 
Chairman: Herbert E. Gray, San Jose, 
Calif, 
Secretary: Karl 8, Reynold, Sturgeon 
Bay, Wis. 


Kraut 
Chairman: M. EB. Hamilton, New Lon- 
don, Wis, 
Lon P. Flanigan, Geneva, 


Meat 
Chairman: Fred G. Baker, Chicago, Il. 
Secretary: C. R, Moulton, Chicago, Tl. 
Pea 
Chairman: John P. Kraemer, Temple- 
ton, Wis, 
G. Bailey, Rochester, 
PUMPKIN 
Chairman: Fred Tesch, Hillsboro, Oreg. 
Robert Mullree, Rochester, 


Tomato AND Tomato Propucts 
Chairman: P. J. Donk, Rochester, N. Y¥. 
Secretary: J. Barker, Ogden, Utah. 

Wax AND Green BEAN 


Chairman; J, O, Holt, Eugene, 
Secretary: T. ©, Wilson, Fremont, M 


Standing Committees 
ADJUSTMENT COMMITTEER 


New ENGLAND STATES 
John L, Beaten, Brunswick, Me., 
hairm 


Henry B. Bird, Rockland, Me. 

(*, L. Keene, West Poland, Me. 
MaryLAND, New Jersey, DeLaware 
AND VIRGINIA 
Ww. Easton, Md., 


Tall, Smyrna, Del. 
Wrightson, Easton, Md. 


lowa, NEBRASKA AND OZARK 
TeRRITORY 


Robert Dickinson, Eureka, 
man 

O. Dawson, Blair, Nebr. 

J. A. Killian, Marshfield, Mo. 


New York 


Chair- 


Howard Lum, Hilton, N. Y., Chairman 
Roy W. Hemingway, Auburn, N.Y 
Laurence Meulendyke, Rochester, N. Y. 


ie 
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Adjustment Committee—Continued 


Onto, INDIANA, TENNESSEE AND 
KENTUCKY 


W. W. Wilder, Clyde, Ohio, Chairman 


J. J. Rogers, Pendleton, Ind. 
Jnmes Stoops, Van Wert, Ohio 


Wisconsin, MINNESOTA, NorTH AND 
Soutn Dakota 


C. A, Yunker, Markesan, Wis., Chair- 


man 
F. W. Douthitt, Ortonville, Minn. 
J. J, Wittenberg, Cedarburg, Wis. 


Uran, Montana, COLORADO, AND 


DAHO 


H. L. Herrington, Ogden, Utah, Chair- 


K. K, Mayer, Brighton, Colo. 
Richard Stringham, Woods Cross, Utah 


ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL 


James P, Baxter, Jr., Brunswick, Me. 
R I. Bentley, San Francisco, Calif, 
H. L. Cannon, Bridgeville, Del. 
Elmer BE. Chase, San Jose, Calif. 

B, Cosgrove, LeSueur, Minn. 
Arthur C, Dorrance, Camden, N. J. 
Mark Ewald, Olympia, Wash, 
Frank Gerber, Fremont, Mich. 
Frank E, Gorrell, Washington, D. C. 
Arthur Hamilton, Lebanon, Ohio 

F. A. Harding, Watertown, Mass, 
Roy W. Hemingway, Lebanon, Ohio 


(. E. Hume, San Francisco, Calif. 

M. C. Hutchinson, Fennville, Mich, 

Ralph Kemp, Frankfort, Ind, 

Larmon, Chicago, Ill, 

H, San Francisco, 
Calif. 

James Moore, Rochester, N. Y. 

B. C. Nott, Grand Rapids, Mich, 

Jos. N. Shriver, Westminster, Md, 

EK. 8S. Thorne, Geneva, N. Y. 

BE. F. Trego, Hoopeston, Il. 

Leonard E, Wood, San Francisco, Calif. 


A. Yunker, Markesan, Wis. 
ADVISORY BOARD 


Henry Burden, Cazenovia, N. Y. 
H. L. Cannon, Bridgeville, Del. 
Elmer B. Chase, San Jose, Calif, 
BE. B. Cosgrove, LeSueur, Minn. 
Charles 8. Crary, Streator, Il. 
Richard Dickinson, Eureka, Il. 
Frank Gerber, Fremont, Mich, 


Francis A. Harding, Watertown, Maas. 
C, BE. Hume, San Francisco, Calif 
Ralph Kemp, Frankfort, Ind, 

James Moore, Rochester, N. Y. 

B. C, Nott, Grand Rapids, Mich. 

W. R. Roach, Grand Rapids, Mich. 
L. A. Sears, Warrensburg, Tul. 


E. F. Trego, Hoopeston, Ill. 
COMMERCIAL RESEARCH 
Leonard BE. Wood, San Francisco, Calif., Chairman 


W. A. Gellerson, San Francisco, Calif. 


Dan F. Gerber, Fremont, Mich. 


H. L. Herrington, Ogden, Utah 
James Moore, Rochester, N. 


CONFERENCE WITH DISTRIBUTORS 
Frank Gerber, Fremont, Mich., Chairman 


R. M. Barthold, San Francisco, Calif. 


H, L. Cannon, Bridgeville, Del. 
Elmer EB. Chase, San Jose, Calif. 
FE. B. Cosgrove, LeSueur, Minn, 
Kemp, Frankfort, Ind. 


BE. MacConaughey, San Francisco, 


Calif, 


B. Maling, Hillsboro, Oreg. 
Harry McCartney, Indianapolis, Ind. 
James Moore, Rochester, N. Y. 

L, A, Sears, Warrensburg, Ill. 

W. B. Stokely, Jr., Louisville, Ky. 
BE. F. Trego, Hoopeston, Ml. 

F. A. Wilder, Santa Clara, Calif, 


W. Earle Withgott, Easton, Md. 


COOPERATION WITH BUREAU OF CHEMISTRY 
E. F. Trego, Hoopeston, Ill., Chairman 


John L, Baxter, Brunswick, Me. 
J. M. Carrington, Onarga, Il. 


Howard M. Lum, Hilton, N. Y¥. 
N. Richmond, San Jose, Calif, 


W. W. Wilder, Clyde, Ohio 


CROP HAZARD INSURANCE 
Albert M. Lester, San Francisco, Calif., Chairman 
H. L. Cannon, Bridgeville, Del. 


F. Trego, Hoopeston, IN. 


man 
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DEFINITIONS AND STANDARDS 
F. A. Stare, Columbus, Wis., Chairman 
John L. Baxter, Brunswick, Me. H. L. Herrington, Ogden, U 
G. H. Bradt, San Francisco, Calif. 8S. R. Hornstein, Wiknington. 
Cc. O. Dawson, Blair, Nebr. Ralph Kemp, Frankfort, Ind, 
A, W. Eames, San Francisco, Calif. W. R, Olney, Rochester, 
G. R. Garretson, Chicago, m1. William Silver, Aberdeen, Md. 
W. A. Gellerson, San venmesese, Calif. John 8. Souder, Greenfield, Ind. 
Dan F. Gerber, Fremont, Mich Walter Trego, Hoopeston, Il. 
L. T. Hallett, Rochester, N. Y. J. * Weix, Oconomowoc, Wis. 
W. P. Hartman, Grand te) Mich. F. A. Wilder, Santa Clara, Calif. 
. Hall Wrightson, Easton, Md, 
EXECUTIVE 

Rh. I. Bentley, San Francisco, Calif., Chairman 
James P, Baxter, Jr., Brunswick, Me. Philip Larmon, Chicago, I. 
Arthur C, Dorrance, Camden, N. J, Jos, N. Shriver, Westminster, Md. 

8. Thorne, Geneva, N. Y. 
FINANCE 

Francis A. Harding, Watertown, Mass., Chairman 
H. L. Cannon, Bridgeville, Del, Mare C, Hutchinson, Fennville, Mich. 
Elmer B. Chase, San Jose, Calif. Ralph Kemp, Frankfort, Ind, 
BE. B, Cosgrove, LeSueur, Minn. H. EB. MacConaughey, San Francisco, 
Mark Ewald, Olympia, Wash. Calif. 
Frank Gerber, Fremont, Mich. James Moore, Rochester, N. Y. 
Arthur Hamilton, Lebanon, Ohio B. S Nott, Grand Rapids, Mich. 
R. W. Hemingway, Auburn, N, Y. BR. Trego, Hoopeston, Ill, 
BE, Hume, San Francisco, Calif, EB, Wood, San Francisco, Calif. 

(, A. Yunker, Markesan, Wis. 
PENSION 0) 

Francis A, Harding, Watertown, Mass., Chairman 
Hi. W. Barnard, Jr., Portland, Me. F. L. Monnet, Santa Clara, Calif. 
J. BE. Fitzgerald, Washington, D. C, James Moore, Rochester, N. Y 

RESOLUTIONS 
BE. E. Chase, Jr., San Jose, Calif., Chairman . 

John Baxter, Brunswick, Me. McKinney, San Francisco, 
Richard Dickinson, Jr., Eureka, Ill, 
Dan Gerber, Fremont, Mich, Chas, Morrill, Me. 
H, L. Herrington, Ogden, Utah L. H. Risser, Milford, 
J. O. Holt, Eugene, Oreg. William Silver, yon Bey Md. 
Howard Lum, Hilton, N. Y. W. Earle Withgott, Easton, Md, 


SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH 
EK. 8. Thorne, Geneva, N. Y., Chairman 


H. A, Baker, Chicago, Ill. Wm. H. Harrison, Chicago, I. 
John L. Baxter, Brunswick, Me. Karl F. Kellerman, U. 8. Bureau of 
R. I. Bentley, San Francisco, Calif. Plant Industry, Washington, D. C. 


F. ©. Blanck, U. 8. Bureau of Chemise Wm, McEwing, South Haven, Mich. 
ivy and Soils, Washington, D. C. James McGowan, Jr., Camden, N. J. 


Elmer EB. Chase, San Jose, Calif. Fred L. Monnet, Santa Clara, Calif. 

J. D. Dole, Honolulu, T. H. B. C, Olney, Rochester, N. Y. 

Ralph O. Dulany, Fruitland, a. Ralph Polk, Jr., Haines City, Fla. 
L. M. Tolman, Chicago, Nii. 


SEEDMEN'S CONFERENCE 
lL. Meulendyke, Rochester, N. Y., Chairman 
John L, Baxter, Brunswick, Me. Henry P. Taylor, Walkerton, Va. 
SIMPLIFICATION OF CONTAINERS 
F. A. Wilder, Santa Clara, Calif., Chairman 


H. A. Baker, Chicago, Ill. Ralph Kemp, Frankfort, Ind. 
H. L. Cannon, Bri , Del. Sid J, Steele, Chicago, i. 0) @ 
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STATISTICS 
H. BE, MacConaughey, San Francisco, Calif., Chairman 
Mark Ewald, Olympia, Wash. W. B. Stokely, Jr., Louisville, Ky. 
8. C. Hemingway, Syracuse, N. Jos, B. Weix, Oconomowoc, Wis. 


W. ‘Earle Withgott, Easton, Md, 


CAN OPENEKS 


C. BE. Hume, San Francisco, Calif., Chairman 
A. P. Williams, representing the National Wholesale Grocers Association 
August Janszen, representing American Wholesale Grocers Association 
George W. Cobb, representing American Can Company 
T. G. Searle, representing Continental Can Company 
Wilbur R. Orr, representing National Food Brokers Association 
F, H. Massman, representing National Chain Store Association 
Eugene 8. Berthiaume, representing National Association of Retail Grocers 


QUARTERLY SURVEY OF CANNED FOOD STOCKS 


The Foodstuffs Division of the Bureau of Foreign and Do- 
mestic Commerce, in releasing the second comparative quar- 
terly stock figures on canned foods in the hands of canners and 
distributors, calls attention to the following facts: 

The figures are not total stocks for any item but represent 
the change in holdings based on a cross-section of the canners 
and distributors, and are therefore representative of conditions 
in the industry. 

The October 1 figures in this report are not the same as 
those of the same date which appeared in the report issued Octo- 
ber 23, 1931. This will be the case in all reports, since different 
groups are used to obtain the “same firm” comparison, depending 
on the reports of stocks which are received. 

Any packing which took place between October 1, 1931, and 
January 1, 1932, would have the effect of reducing the apparent 
movement out of canners’ hands of such products. 

The following table compares the stocks of the canned foods 
named in canners’ hands on October 1, 1931, and January 1}, 
1932, based on reports from the same firms for each date: 


No. of Decrease 


of firms Stocks, sold and unsold Oct. 1 to Jan. 1 
Commodity reporting Oct.1,1981 Jan.1,1982 Amount Per Cent 
Cases Cases Cases 

Tomatoes .... .. 280 @1,572,355 3,764,870 62,192,515 
a EE 7,004,547 5,138,855 1,865,692 27 
157 10,655,608 8,438,269 2,217,420 22 
Green and wax beans. 181 8,500,154 2,820,251 679,903 19 
45 7,084,372 5,590,029 1,444,348 21 
RS 58 2,281,388 1,608,474 582,914 26 
Pineapple ........... 12 7,853,528 5,483,358 3,920,170 26 
34 2,387,228 1,979,872 407,356 17 


@ Does not include any 1981 pack stocks. 6 Increase. 


The following table shows the stocks of the canned foods 
named in distributors’ hands on October 1, 1931, and January 
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1, 1932, based on reports from the same firms (513) for each 
date: 


Stocks Increase Decrease 


Per 
Commodity Oct.1, 1981 Jan 1,1982 Amount Cent Amount Cent 
Cases Cases Cases Cases 
Tomatoes . 1,406,519 1,550,177 148,658 10 
. 1,240,956 1,088,027 207,029 17 
Corn ... 1,181,421 1,175,138 43,717 4 
Green and wax beans . 638,908 582,086 .. a 56,222 9 
Peaches ... .. 681,911 590,064 17,153 3 
Pineapple .. 408,123 3 
Salmon .. . 880,976 886,382 5,406 1 
Total ‘ 6,077,842 6,005,344 72,498 1 


The following table furnishes a neta of the 1930 and 
1931 packs of the eight items on which quarterly stock figures 
are collected; the pack is given in cases of all sizes, except where 
otherwise indicated : 


1930 1931 

Cases Cases 
Corn a@ 15,620,303 19,080,192 
Tomatoes a ... 24,267,744 13,816,066 
Green and wax beansa 7,777,704 5,777,138 
Peaches, cling b 13,173,708 8,348,052 
Pears c 4,206,660 3,775,730 
Pineapples d 12,672,206 12,613,911 
Salmon e seh 6,086,479 6,780,492 


aU. 8. Total pack; collected by Foodstuffs Division, Commerce Department. 

b California pack only ; basis, 24%'s; collected by Canners League of California, 

o West Coast States only ; collected by state associations, 

d Hawaiian pack ; collected by Hawaiian Pineapple Canners Association. 

eU. 8. West Coast and Alaska; basis, 1's; 1980 figures collected by U. 8. 
Fisheries Bureau, 1981 figures by Pacific Fisherman. 


BEET PACK IN 1931 


The beet pack in 1931, as announced at the meeting of the 
Beet Section of the National Canners Association during the 
convention in Chicago, amounted to 1,322,187 cases of all sizes 
of containers. Reduced to standard cases of No. 2’s, it was 
—" cases, as compared with 2,923,063 standard cases in 
1930. 

The statistical leaflet furnishing the figures for 1931, with 
comparative figures for previous years, is being sent to members 
of the Association. 


NAVY SEEKS BIDS ON CANNED SPINACH 


The Navy Department is asking for bids on 426,000 pounds 
of canned spinach, 25,000 pounds for delivery at Boston, 66,000 
at Brooklyn, 10,000 at Philadelphia, 104,000 at Hampton Roads, 
136,000 at Mare Island, and 85,000 pounds at Puget Sound 
(Bremerton), Wash. 
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TOMATO PRODUCTS IMPORTS 

Imports of canned tomatoes in December were about 2,489,- 
000 pounds less than in November and approximately 3,000,000 
pounds less than the receipts during December last year. To- 
mato paste imports, however, showed an increase of about 592,- 
000 pounds over November and slightly over 635,000 pounds 
above December a year ago. For the twelve months of 1931 
imports of canned tomatoes increased about 79,000,000 pounds 
over last year, and tomato paste showed an increase of some 
1,000,000 pounds. 


Canned Tomatoes Tomato Paste 
1930 Pounds Value Pounds Value 
January 8,939,178 $427,845 1,035,300 $120,824 
February 5,834,313 283,425 1.060.583 RR, S42 
March 2,002,848 139,808 658,984 53,743 
April 5,425,074 291,202 932,068 83,269 
May 6,453.501 308,250 2.368, 368 246,630 
June 4 648,681 25,0638 456,005 43,731 
July . oa 326,151 23,1638 310,481 27,348 
August 125,402 4.559 570,688 6,211 
September 2,047,904 90,698 1,377,458 127,151 
October 9,688,351 800,067 1,004,642 82.546 
November . 9,586,007 876,808 1,233,962 76,382 
December . 9,868,045 367,383 888,188 63,510 
Total 61,846 445 2,737,056 12,488,191 1,079,182 
1981 
January 5,611,727 198,377 796,143 62,726 
February 235.570 873,380 75,763 
March 7,000, 827 243,769 907,242 OO.045 
April 9,932,289 304,172 1,642,420 149,068 
ay 8,002,008 289,368 953,333 68,233 
June .. 5.017.040 201,246 =1,047,852 88,704 
July 8,471,766 125,826 1.129.000 84.810 
August SOTO 515 124.500 2,504,058 218.210 
September 8.405.354 111,518 206.012 23,508 
October . 8,963,883 283,786 875,500 
November . 9,340,672 202,892 931,587 59.922 
December 6,851,815 214,370 1,523,345 108,918 
Total . 79,148, 731 2.00 495, 498 13.610, 590 1,066,500 


WINTER VEGETABLES DAMAGED IN MEXICO 

A cold wave in the winter vegetable producing area of the 
Mexican West Coast beginning January 5 and continuing for 
several days is reported to have seriously damaged the growing 
crops. Estimates indicate losses to tomatoes ranging from 15 
to 60 per cent, depending on locality. Losses to chili peppers are 
reported to be about the same as for tomatoes, but the damage 
to peas is expected to be considerably less. 


CAR LOADINGS 


Merchandise 
Total Miscellaneous L.C. L. Other 
Week ended goneaey 23 562,988 184,831 188,512 189,595 
Previous week 578,276 188,711 186,627 197,938 
Corresponding week, 1931 __ 715,474 288,510 208,259 268,705 


Corresponding week, 1930 862,346 285,810 232,980 $438,556 


- 
j ‘ 
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DECLARATION OF NET WEIGHT ON LABEL 


With reference to the requirements of the net weight 
amendment to the Food and Drugs Act, the Association has re- 
ceived from the Food and Drug Administration a letter replying 
to the question whether these requirements would be met if 
packers were permitted to insert the weight of contents on the 
side panel, well separated from other material. The letter from 
the Administration states: 


The net weight amendment to the food and drugs act declares an 
article of food to be misbranded “If in package form, the quantity of the 
contents be not plainly and conspicuously marked on the outside of the 
package in terms of weight, measure, or numerical count.” The require- 
ment is not merely that the statement shall be plain, intelligible and legi- 
ble, but that it shall be conspicuous, and in paragraph (c) of Regulation 
26, this requirement is further interpreted in the following language: 

“The statement of the quantity of the contents shall be plain and con- 
spicuous, shall not be a part of or obscured by any legend or design, and 
shall be so placed and in such characters as to be readily seen and clearly 
legible when the size of the package and the circumstances under which it 
is ordinarily examined by purchasers or consumers are taken into con- 
sideration.” 

The last paragraph of our announcement of June 15, 1931, contained 
this statement: 

“The declarations must be conspicuous; that is, they must appear in 
such position on the package and in type of such size, and on such back- 
ground, as to insure observation. To guarantee this a declaration in type 
of adequate size, on a contrasting background, properly separated from 
other statements and designs, should appear on the display panel of the 
package. If more than one panel is used for display, the declaration 
should appear on each.” 

Having in mind the terms of the law that the statement be not only 
plain, but likewise conspicuous, it was the conclusion of the Administra- 
tion, and in this we are supported by the Solicitor’s office, that the require- 
ments of the statute as to conspicuousness are not met unless the state- 
ment of net weight is plainly made on the display panel. This is the panel 
which is most likely to be inspected by the consumer and is most likely to 
be under observation on the grocer’s shelves. We do not believe that a 
statement made on the side panel can be considered as literally meeting the 
terms of the amendment. 

We have unhesitatingly said that our announcement of June 15, 1931, 
was aimed first at a correction of those net weight statements which are 
inconspicuous for reasons other than a mere failure to show them on the 
main display panel. It is a well known fact that many food products, in- 
cluding canned foods, have not only carried the net weight statement on 
the side panels but the statement has been obscured by other printed mat- 
ter, by the use of uncontrasting colors, and through other causes. It is 
not our immediate purpose to inaugurate actions under the net weight 
amendment on the charge of failure to display the net weight statement in 
a plain and conspicuous fashion on labels where the statement is plainly 
and legibly made on canned foods on a side panel but otherwise unob- 
scured. We have been disposed to give packers who have such labels in 
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use ample time to make correction without undue disturbance of their bus- 
iness operations. Eventually, however, we shall have to adopt the strict 
attitude toward these labels which we believe is required by the specific 
terms of the law. 


TRUCK CROP SHIPMENTS 


Total Total 
Jan, Jan. Jan. thissea- last sea- Total 
24-30 17-23 25-31 sonthru son thru last 
Commodity 1932 1932 1931 Jan.30 Jan, 31 season 
Apples, total 1,061 2,002 1,972 79,613 90,822 100,704 
Western states... SNM) S87 1,180 34,361 53,252 66,538 
Eastern states 1072 1,015 702 45,252 87,570 43,256 
Beans, snap and lima: 
Domestic 245 307 4,305 1,790 9,338 
12 12 14 212 74 190 
Beets eee 10 25 33 360 199 1,621 
Cauliflower ; 207 306 361 5,968 5,058 9,611 
Cabbage : 
1932 season 442 4097 419 2,862 2,826 sons 
1931 season 168 208 207 36,513 86,846 38,204 
Carrots: 
1982 season— 
Domestic 122 181 176 2,084 2,064 10,788 
Imports 2 1 0 3 0 0 
1931 season 3 oo 72 10,783 11,386 12,437 
Mixed vegetables: 
Domestic 568 600 577 2, . 2,886 28,428 
Imports a 4 5 13 90 207 
Pears 51 7 19, 27,953 28,821 
Peas, green: 
Domestic 31 24 1 389 N35 7.100 
Imports 102 120 664 506 1,344 
Peppers : 
Domestic oo 78 80 726 746 2.818 
Imports ... 12 26 32 1338 360 
471 376 108 8,050 8,602 0,764 
‘oma toes 
Domestic 150 150 83 851 920 27,817 
Imports 107 44 182 {M48 1,728 5.075 


POULTRY USED IN CANNING 


The quantity of poultry used in canning during December, 
as reported by the U. S. Market News Service, is as follows, the 
figures for drawn poultry having been converted to an undrawn 
basis, assuming a 25 per cent shrinkage in drawing: 


Quantities 


reported 
to date for —- comparisons 
December December November December 
1931 1931 1931 1931 1930 


Pounds Pounds Pounds Pounds Pounds 
Dressed proltey canned 


or used in canning 1,260,878 1,280,519 619,522 1,252,301 1,720,001 
Drawn canned 


oru in canning 121,452 121,452 112,441 121,452 307,207 

Total . 1,382,325 1,360,971 731,963 1,878,753 2,027,388 
Number of Gos re- 

porting ‘ 29 28 28 26 26 


‘ 
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EXPORTS OF CANNED FOODS IN DECEMBER 


Shipments of canned foods to foreign countries in Decem- 
ber showed general decreases as compared with figures for the 
corresponding month last year. The following are the export 
figures as compiled by the Department of Commerce: 


December, 1030 December, 1931 
Articles Pounds Value Pounds Value 
Canned meats, total ba 958,860 S330,187 1,042,570 $261,434 
Beef . 72,072 26.801 50,185 0,04: 
Pork aleh 664,804 253,172 878,672 227,249 
Sausage ne 100,534 26,106 71,520 15,556 
Other 121,360 33,108 42,184 8,686 
Canned vegetables, total 4,913,582 403,811 2,248,452 215,191 


Asparagus 1,874,908 206,820 715,442 105,636 
Baked beans, and pork and beans 1,005,950 49,007 505,566 20,345 


Corn ‘ 320,414 27,815 226,300 16,379 
348,708 33,0438 240,710 21,566 
Soups . 1,080,145 113,973 114,620 14,464 
Tomatoes . pees 305,188 27,032 273,532 12,512 
Other 438,200 35,131 172,273 15,260 
Condensed milk 1,906,774 $11,068 1,283,316 213,280 
Evaporated milk 4,045,721 307,813 4,866,005 375,403 
Canned fruits, total 26,145,385 2,221,802 12,506,735 806,818 
Apples and applesauce = 2,316,448 113,406 980,400 41,220 
Apricots 1,687,007 141,685 1,000,608 O40 
Loganberries 377,848 41,688 190,210 17,538 
Other berries Ka 120,060 15,461 25,686 3,015 
Cherries 114,431 18,219 65,000 8,242 
Fruits for salad 2,055,827 276,758 1,308,641 148,076 
Grapefruit 207,438 11,561 
Peaches 5,778,250 442.481 2,077,704 193.470 
Pears 6,848,786 566,517 4,035,082 276,625 
Pineapple 5,388,683 470,110 1,545,218 113,420 
Prunes <a 183,480 14,520 49,786 4,744 
Other 1,278,647 111,457 119,068 1.3320 
Salmon. 3,118,923 610,110 740,062 91,585 
Sardines. 5,004,918 BS6,840 3,535,527 224,882 


SWEDISH IMPORT DUTIES INCREASED 


On February lst Sweden increased its import duties on a 
variety of products. The duty on concentrated soups, meat ex- 
tracts, canned fruits, vegetables and fish (except anchovies, sar- 
dines and tuna) was increased from 50 crowns per 100 kilos to 
75 crowns per 100 kilos. 


CANNED MILK PRODUCTION AND STOCKS 


Stocks of evaporated milk in manufacturers’ hands on Jan- 
uary lst were about 6 per cent less than the December 1st stocks 
and about 35 per cent less than the stocks held on January 1, 
1931. Condensed milk stocks showed a decline of about 17 per 
cent from the previous month and approximately 30 per cent 
from January 1, 1931. Production of evaporated milk during 
December increased nearly 3 per cent over that of November, 
but fell about 15 per cent below that of December, 1930. The 
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increasing shortage in the make of evaporated milk in compari- 
son with the same months a year ago, according to a tabulation 
of average daily purchases per producer, may be traced almost 
directly to the fact that the number of producers delivering milk 
to condenseries has been steadily decreasing since last October 
in a much faster rate that during the same months in 1930. 
The following table gives the stocks and production (case 
goods) as reported to the Bureau of Agricultural Economics by 
manufacturing firms operating about 99 per cent of the factories: 


1932 1931 Change 

Total stocks (case goods) January 1: Pounds Pounds Per cont 
Evaporated milk (32 firms)......... 132,010,673 576,001 
Condensed milk (9 firms)...... 12,506,404 7,303 478 —20.76 
1931 1930 Change 

Total production (case goods) December : Pounds Pounds Per cont 
Evaporated milk (31 firms)...... ; 83,306,916 98,349,098 —15.20 
Condensed milk (8 firms) np aes 7,216,761 8,827,027 —18.25 


CANNED VEGETABLES IN THE ONTARIO DISTRICT 


In spite of increased tariff protection, canners in the On- 
tario district suffered on account of overproduction (especially 
tomatoes), and large carryovers from 1930, according to the 
American consul at Niagara Falls, Ontario. Early in the year 
a pool of independent canners was able to halt price declines but 
not for long. Imports from the United States were greatly re- 
duced by tariff and exchange barriers. Tomato canners in the 
Ontario district have so much carryover they are not offering 
their stock and are still hoping to find a market in the United 
States. The Canadian protective tariff was proclaimed to be 
the cause of the establishment of at least three American sub- 
sidiaries in Canada. 

BUSINESS INDICATORS 
(Weeks ended Saturday ; weekly average 1923-1925=100) 


—1982——— 1931 1930 
Jan. Jan, Jan. Jan. Jan. Feb, Jan 
Composite Index :* 30 28 16 86381 24 1 25 
New York Times 68.0 68.1 874A 96.6 
Business Week 681 1642 9.2 95.6 
Freight car loadings . 88.7 COS 75.0 746 983.7 80.9 
Wholesale prices (Fisher's) : 
All commodities 4.5 65.2 65.2 
Agricultural products .... 47.5 48.1 481 70.0 71.2 99.9 1004 
Non-agricultural products 67.5 4 85 70.0 99 O14 
Bank debits outside N. Y. City 67.5 914 100.1 10088 1287 
Bond prices .. ; 89.1 90.2 90.1 107.5 1079 104.7 1047 
Stock prices 744 TS 18.7 222.7 
Interest rates: 
Call money .. 0.6 364 864 100.1 100.1 
Time money 85.7 85.7 87.5 45.7 45.7 1143 108.6 
199.5 210.1 191.9 162.2 174.9 1283.9 158.2 


Business failures 


*Relative to a computed normal taken as 100. 
tRevised, 


« 
| 
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NEW FISH CANNERIES IN THE FAR EAST 


The Five Day Bulletin of Economic Information issued by 
the Soviet Russia Chamber of Commerce on December 6, 1931, 
stated that the central corporation “Soyouaryba” intends to en- 
large the fish canning industry in the Far East and the Amur 
district. The sum of 10,550,000 rubles ($5,428,500) has been 
assigned for the building of fish canneries in the Far East during 
1932. This amount will make it possible to complete canneries 
yielding an output of 54,000,000 cans a year. A cannery pro- 
ducing 10,000,000 cans a year has just been completed in the 
Amur district. 


MOTION PICTURE FILM ON POULTRY CANNING 


The inspection and canning of poultry is the subject of one 
of three new motion picture films now ready for distribution by 
the Office of Motion Pictures of the Bureau of Agricultural Eco- 
nomics. The one-reel film shows the methods used in canning 
whole chicken and various chicken products from the time the 
poultry is received at the cannery until it is cooled, labeled and 
packed. This film also shows in detail the method of marketing 
full drawn poultry. 

Prospective borrowers of these films should apply to the 
Office of Motion Pictures, Extension Service, U. S. Department 
of Agriculture, Washington, D. C. They are loaned free. Bor- 
rowers pay transportation to and from Washington. 


STUDY OF CRAB CANNING 


“Studies in Fish Canning’”’ is the title of Investigational Re- 
port No. 8, recently issued by the U. 8. Bureau of Fisheries. The 
pamphlet is devoted to a discussion of the blacking of crab meat 


after being canned, and there are given the results from a num- 
ber of experiments. 
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